
PRESS RELEASE

UKCSA at Ecobuild
Stand S971, ExCel, London, March 20-22
At Ecobuild, the UK Cast Stone Association (UKCSA) will be showing examples of cast stone in a range of finishes and textures to demonstrate the versatility of this hugely popular material.  Visitors can compare the effects available from different manufacturing methods and discuss their project requirements with experts from UKCSA member companies.
About Cast Stone
Cast stone is a familiar form of simulated stone, also known as reconstituted stone.  It is defined by UKCSA as any product manufactured with aggregate and cementitious binder intended to resemble and be used in a similar way to natural stone.
It compares to quarried stone profiles and finishes in both appearance and performance, yet it is readily available and provides a cost effective alternative on projects from domestic housing to cathedrals.
Cast stone is ideal for fine details around entrances, openings and gables.  It is also used for garden ornamentation and ashlar masonry and complements brick, render, natural stone and reconstructed stone finishes.
Cast Stone Sustainability
The material performs well in production and within its lifecycles. Highly durable, non-toxic and re-usable, cast stone is noted for its long-term sustainability, requiring virtually no maintenance during its long lifespan.  
The scale of its demands on raw materials will never compare with conventional building materials – the base materials are the by-products of industrial processes or are readily available.
UKCSA members are committed to sustainability across their entire business, including responsible sourcing through alternative recycled and secondary materials.  They manufacture and distribute in the UK, often in local markets, minimising their carbon footprint and providing local employment.
Choosing the right supplier
Not all cast stone manufacturers are the same.  Many operate without adequate quality assurance or testing regimes and may not be working to proper standards. 
UKCSA is celebrating 21 years as the guardian of quality for cast stone.  Its members produce cast stone that is at least 40% above the British Standard, ensuring the production of material with outstanding strength and durability.
The UKCSA standard includes a rigorous regime of product testing and third party verification, the results of which must be logged with UKCSA.
NHBC guidance states that cast stone should comply with BS1217 or, better still, the higher standard adopted by UKCSA members.
The manufacturing members of UKCSA are:  Bradstone, Broadmead Renaissance Cast Stone, Forticrete, Haddonstone, PD Edenhall, Plean Precast, Procter Cast Stone, Woodside Cast Stone.
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For further information
Please contact:  Paul Jackson at PJA UK  t: 020 8977 9922 e: paul.jackson@pjauk.com
Ecobuild 2012 takes place at ExCel in London Docklands, Tuesday 20- Thursday 22 March.  The UK Cast Stone Association will be located on stand S971 facing the Stone Zone.
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